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Paying Rent and Bills On Time »ms ywym

In the last shiur we learnt the principal m25n of 5N Y2; and the obligation it
places on an employer to pay his employee on time.

As we mentioned in the last Myw these ma5n don’t apply when dealing with
DY), when one just has to ensure he doesn’t make a 'n 9Y9n.

How Far Reaching Is This M9N?

The Mmwn in .Np 97 Nwsn 822 (1) tells us that these ma5n apply to all
forms of hiring/m 0w, whether a person (employment), an animal or
vessels. The X91) asks how we know to include these other forms of rental in
the MOX? The N) answers, from the word 7 89N82a/in your land” ( N
TNIND IUN TN TONND INPIANY MY POV 10V PIivyn) we learn whatever is in
the land that can be rented is included in the Y8Y and nwy.

Land Rental

The Dn7 explains that the word “J¥9x1”, can only include in the
INDsomething one rents that is on the land; but not the land itself. The 92NN
in /N "0 05w D N (2) says, “There are those who say that these m>5n
don’t apply to one who rents land!” referring to the opinion of the nn9. The
92N doesn’t quote any other opinions. However the Vilna Goan argues, and
says that this X99) is quoting the opinion of a Xn»12; but we pasken like the
Mwn and therefore there is an M©N even when one delays paying rent on a
property. The yn>wn 7y paskens like the Vilna Goan. Similarly the Xan
D»N in (N /5N v 19) TON NANX paskens that one has to be 9N when it
comes to land rental, to make sure that one pays the rent on time!

Real Estate Rental

The above dispute is strictly with regards to renting land that has nothing
built on it e.g. renting a parking lot. However, the msp (3) on this n25n
points out that when it comes to buildings, for example; which are made of
movable objects (bricks and cement), even though they’ve now been fixed to
the floor; they are referred to as “y12°n 9022 VION”. There is a NPwNN if
buildings have the y7 of ypap because they are now attached to the ground;
or P>VSLVN since they are made of components which were moveable. This
noNN is relevant to various different ma5n. However when it comes to the
NIONNT NN of POn Y3, the MNP explains that everyone (including the
92nn); agrees we have to be wvn for the opinion that “buildings” have a Y7
of P>voLVN.

Therefore if a person goes to a /7)2» where there is a sign clearly stating
that payment must be made (this is the /7¥>327), and there is no option to pay
another time; seeing as he’s renting the use of the /7720 and showers; if he
doesn’'t pay before 7wpy, he's been 921w the w5 of pon 5y and 5vap the
vyof 1ov ann w3t (Surely outweighing any possible )2y of the 752201)

Other Conditions Of Y9nYa
The Necessity of Reguesting Payment
As we learnt in the last shiur, in order to be y*>n 52 921y one has to be asked
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for the rent/salary before the deadline. However as explained then, this is
only because failure to ask for payment, is viewed as a N>>nn of ones right to
be paid on time. Therefore 87w WHN 17 paskens, if an employee has in
his contract that he has to be paid on a particular date every month; this is
considered as if the employee asks for his salary each month. The same will
apply to any property rental which has a date of payment stipulated in the
contract!

The Deadline

As we learnt, the deadline is the first sunrise or sunset after the time when
the rent was due. However there will only be a 35 if the rent which is meant
to be paid; is for, up to and including, the date of payment. For example if the
months rent is due on the last day of the month. However if the rent is only
due on a date later than the last date being paid for, there will be no 5! The
same will be true if for any other reason, at the beginning of the rental, the
landlord did not expect to be paid on time.

Having the Money

As we learnt, the tenant will only be 92y if he has the money to pay the rent;
or can access it without incurring a big loss.

Hiring Through a Third Party

As we learnt, there is no Y2 when the property was hired through a third

party.

Avoiding yon bYa
The 77w quotes the o>1oN 790 who explains, if in the initial contract it is
written that: “The employment or rental is on condition that there will be no
Pon Y2, even if payment is not made on time”; then there will be no 7PN
NNMININT, because we say that the employee/landlord has been SN his right
to be paid on time.

The 277 MIYON

The 7ann in (N7poO) "oV »O PN Y1 explains, that intentionally delaying
to pay after the time that the rent or salary is due, transgresses a IND
D277 of “2 TY TV NN YN, This 7O applies even when there is no
Yon 53; for example: because payment was only due when an invoice was
delivered, or the property was rented through a third party etc. Furthermore,
one is continuously 721y this MON, as long as payment is delayed; unless he
is genuinely too busy to sort it out, or he forgets to do so. As opposed to Ya
1on, which is a one off 799X which one either is or isn’t 92w, if he hasn’t
paid by the deadline.

Ramifications of the 15277 MOX

This 297 MPX doesn’t only apply to employees who delay paying wages
and tenants who delay their rent payments. In Y0 13870 0 y1v (4) the
92N Writes: “INN ¥ NN INNDI 2IW) 707 1D 39191 112N 1IN 20D MDD 1IONR 7
“It’s forbidden to withhold money that one has borrowed from one’s friend;
and to tell him ‘Go, and come back tomorrow and I'll give you then’; if he has
the money now!” The 10 and other ©*w191 explain that the source of this
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NooN is the X)) in XY*8»n N22 which quotes this MO regarding not paying
ones wages on time. It would seem, when a person owes his friend money
because of an outstanding debt; even though there was never an Yo~ of 52
Yon, (because it wasn’t an employment or rental scenario); nevertheless 510
imposed the same 1277 7OX to prevent a person needlessly delaying
repayment. If this were the source of the MoK, then it would seem that the
same guidelines that we have already learnt about the y»a57 799N, would
apply to money owed due to unpaid loans. In other words there wouldn’t be
an MoK if one delayed repayment because, for example one forgot. However
iIf a person owes money; whether it's because he borrowed money, or hasn’t
yet paid for work that was done for him, or items he purchased; he will be
92y an P277T NN if he has the money and is withholding it without a valid
reason.
In his YN 13917 990, Reb Yisroel Pinchos Bodner quotes N"0)w 2WON 29:
DoY) PIINIVN PITID MNID 1D PRI 1T PIDYY 290 1IN DIVN INORY DY
MIIYY TD7 NOINR DY NAYD KDY RPN IO TIN NON NIYVIY NIN DV XD
“A person who doesn’t pay on time because he’s busy learning, and therefore
doesn’t have time to check his accounts, and settle them; he is not behaving
in a correct manner. He needs to close his X9) and refrain from
transgressing the 297 MYON!”

Summary
The most common cases where Y9N 52 could apply are: Playgroups,

babysitters, private teachers, plumbers, electricians, drycleaners, property
rental, renting a hall for a simchah or function, mikveh charge, tablecloth
rental etc.

However if the person owed the money is genuinely 5 his right to be paid
on time there is no M K. Similarly if one has an account that one’s bill is
normally put on and settled at a later date (no particular fixed time), then
there would be no MO N.

The reason many other employment scenarios don’t involve yYn 53, is
because the wage is often paid directly into an account; and clears on a date
later than the last day being paid for. Since the employee knows and accepts
this before he commences his work, it is considered as a nNY>NN. Similarly
often work is only paid for when an invoice has been sent and processed.
However in all of the above, and any other situation where money is owed,
one is not allowed to intentionally delay payment if one has the money,
unless one has a valid justification. One who does so is 921y an 297 MON!

May we all keep these M350 properly, and not keep people waiting for what
is rightfully theirs; and m532a this may n”7apn answer all of our m>»9n, and
not keep us waiting for Him to fulfil them!
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